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Answer ALL (3) of the following questions. 

Question 1 (25 marks) 

Many critics consider Shylock to be the only interesting figure in The Merchant of 

Venice. Discuss the way his character (personality) is portrayed in the play and 
whether you think that he fulfills his role and function in the play. Motivate your 

answer adequately. 

Question 2 (25 marks) 

Write an essay in which you compare and contrast the characters of Juliet in 
Romeo and Juliet and Portia in The Merchant of Venice. 

Question 3 (25 marks) 

Write an essay in which you discuss and illustrate how the gender roles fluctuate 
throughout the play Romeo and Juliet, and the way that Romeo and Juliet break 
gender conventions. 

(TOTAL: 75 marks) 
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